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|7. DESCRIPTION

(Check Ons)}
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(Check One) {Check On
1 Altered - {7 Uncltered ] Moved i Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE - .

CONDITION

This is the site of one of Montgomery County's most
interesting early mills. The ruins are situated on the
east bank of Cabin John Creek, about 100 yvards north of
River Road. The quarry operation cut into the steep hills
here, and much of the rubble has been pushed over the ruins.
A low stone wall (now overgrown) can be seen. The walls
do not now contain any mortar. The creek bank below here
shows traces of a stone flume, or outrace, that descends
in steps to the water. There was a ruined, part-stone/
part-frame house (reportedly associated with the mill)
that stood on River Rd., on the west bank of the creek,
until the road was widened within the past few years.

A popular spring is locateq a few vards east of here
on River Rd. It is at the end of a footpath, and has a
considerable following among the local sSuburbanites.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This was reportedly a large stone merchant mill,
built in the early 1800's by Patrick Magruder. The land,
known as "Doull's Park", was patented as "Hobson's Choice"
+o Dr. James Doull in 1762. Patrick Magruder was a mem—
ber of the Md. House of Delegates, a member of the U.S.
Congress from Md., Clerk of the House of Representatives,
and the Librarian of Congress. He was not as successful
in his operation of the mill, however, as it changed
hands several times. It was used as a paper mill at one
time~the only one ever built in Mont. Co.-and reportedly
burned about 1854.
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